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July 27, 2021 
 
City of Castle Pines 
Attn:  Mayor Tera Radloff, City Council, and City Manager Michael Penny 
360 Village Square Lane, Suite B 
Castle Pines, CO 80108 
 
 
Dear Mayor Tera Radloff, Castle Pines City Council, and City Manager Michael Penny: 
 
We respectfully issue this letter as a follow-up to our district manager's May 7, 2021, official notice 
of damages letter to the city manager and director of public works (see attached).  
 
For over a decade, the City's excess application of de-icing compounds on City streets, curbs, gutters, 
and medians — particularly those adjacent to the northern Monarch Boulevard — has rendered the 
soil and its microbiome in large segments of City-owned rights-of-way so severely compromised, the 
soil is incapable of supporting healthy, aesthetic stands of native xeric grasses, which the people of 
Castle Pines pay for, deserve, and expect, and which are part of approved landscape plans. 
 
The City’s de-icing practices have resulted in large stretches of aesthetically blighted rights-of-way 
that homeowners find intolerable, unsustainable, and unjustifiable. When constituents 
compare/contrast the beautiful rights-of-way in Highlands Ranch with many of our City's rights-of-
way — particularly those adjacent to portions of northern Monarch Boulevard — they become 
understandably agitated.   
 
City Manager Michael Penny has not substantively responded to our above-referenced letter.  
Therefore, to ensure you have seen it please review the attached letter, phase one map of severely 
damaged rights-of-way adjacent to Monarch Boulevard — along with a conservative $435K cost 
estimate for CPNMD's proposed phase one remediation/restoration.  
 
Per the License Agreement between the City and CPNMD, the City's $435K phase one liability is 
indisputable. However, in the spirit of full disclosure, the City's total financial liability extends beyond 
phase one remediation/restoration to include substantial damages on other less severely blighted 
rights-of-way.  We are in the process of documenting and assembling an inventory of the additional 
damages with the intent of issuing a second notice of damages letter to the City as soon as practicable. 
 
Though concerned that the City continues ignoring our repeated requests to reform its costly 
aesthetic-compromising, snow-removal practices, consistent with our constituents' wishes, we have 
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arranged to restore the most severely blighted right-of-way segments adjacent to northern Monarch 
Boulevard (phase one) this year.   
 
Equally as important, failure of the City’s snow-removal contractors to adhere to best de-icing 
practices would constitute an unconscionable waste of $435K in taxpayer dollars. Consequently, we 
again urge the City to reform its street de-icing practices and rigorously apply Douglas County's 
snow-removal standards to all City streets.   
 
To accomplish the task in a timely fashion, we must excavate, remove, and replace the top twelve 
inches of contaminated soil and replant and protect the approved native grasses highlighted in the 
attached phase one map of severely damaged areas.  Again, and only because damage costs are 
outside the scope of our License Agreement, before we can begin the phase one restoration project, 
we must first have your formal written consent that within sixty days of project completion the City 
will pay $435K in phase one damage costs (less if actual damage costs are less). 

 
We recognize the City has every right to refuse or reject our phase one remediation/restoration plan, 
but we believe doing so would further enrage our residents.  
 
Therefore, in the interest of transparency and moving constructively forward, we must all distinguish 
between the $145K (plus essential incidentals) CPNMD annually spends on City right-of-way and 
median maintenance, which is not the issue, and unpaid City damages, which is the issue. 
 
In order for CPNMD to honor its commitment to our residents and the City, we ask that you please 
respond to this letter by no later than Monday, August 12, 2021. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
               
David McEntire      Chuck Lowen 
President       Director 
Email: dmcentire@cpnmd.org    Email: chuck@cpnmd.org 
Cell/Text: (702) 303-8081     Cell/Text: (303) 898-3056 
 
 
 
CC: CPNMD Directors Robert Merritt, Denise Crew, and Christopher Lewis 

CPNMD District Manager Jim Worley 
CPNMD's Manager of Parks, Trails & Open Space, Craig Miller  
City's Public Works Director, Larry Nimmo 

mailto:dmcentire@cpnmd.org
mailto:chuck@cpnmd.org


191114059-01Lab No.: Triton EnvironmentalRyan Webster Company:Report To:

Soil Nutrient Laboratory Report

5433 Newport St
Commerce City CO  80022
 

Date Rec:
Reported:

11/14/19
11/22/19

Sample ID: Sample #1 Test Area on Monarch Project:

  Laboratory Results:
Sample Result  Low--------------------------------Ave--------------------------------High

Sandy LoamField Texture (EST)  
9.0pH (units) ***********************************************
5.5Salts (MMHOS/CM) **************************************************
7.3CEC Est. (MEQ/100G) ********

HighLime (Qual.) **************************************************
1.0Organic Matter (%) *************

31.1Organic N (lbs/acre) ****************
12.88Sodium (meq/100g Soil) **************************************************

Available Nutrients (ppm)
2.3Nitrate Nitrogen *
3.4Phosphorus ***

124.6Potassium **********************
1040.8Calcium ********

90.8Magnesium *******
19.8Sulfur ********************
3.3Boron **************************************************
7.9Zinc **************************************************
3.7Iron *************************
2.8Manganese **************************************************
1.0Copper ********************

Note:  Average Values are for Colorado Soils

Potassium - K2O:
30  lbs/AcreSulfur SO4-S:
0  lbs/AcreLime:

130  lbs/AcreNitrogen:
80  lbs/AcrePhosphorus - P2O5:
0  lbs/Acre

 Fertilizer Recommendations
General Landscape

Comments Split Nitrogen Recommendations 2 to 3 Times Throughout the Growing Season.

*To convert recommendations to lbs/1000 sq. ft. divide by 40.

10411 Heinz Way   / Commerce City, CO  80640  /  303-659-2313
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 507  /  Brighton, CO  80601-0507

191114059

Yield Reduction Likely Due To High Salts.
Yield Reduction Likely Due to High pH.
Yield Reduction Likely Due to High Boron.
Soil Contains Excess Alkali.
3 to 4 Cubic Yards/ 1000 sq. ft. of Low Salt Compost May Be Beneficial.
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191114059-02Lab No.: Triton EnvironmentalRyan Webster Company:Report To:

Soil Nutrient Laboratory Report

5433 Newport St
Commerce City CO  80022
 

Date Rec:
Reported:

11/14/19
11/22/19

Sample ID: Control #2 West of Test Area on Monarch Project:

  Laboratory Results:
Sample Result  Low--------------------------------Ave--------------------------------High

Sandy LoamField Texture (EST)  
9.3pH (units) **************************************************
4.9Salts (MMHOS/CM) **************************************************
8.8CEC Est. (MEQ/100G) *********

HighLime (Qual.) **************************************************
1.8Organic Matter (%) ***********************

53.8Organic N (lbs/acre) ***************************
15.83Sodium (meq/100g Soil) **************************************************

Available Nutrients (ppm)
2.1Nitrate Nitrogen *
8.0Phosphorus ********

157.6Potassium ****************************
3267.8Calcium ***************************
119.4Magnesium *********
20.7Sulfur *********************
3.9Boron **************************************************
6.8Zinc **************************************************
5.5Iron **************************************
3.8Manganese **************************************************
1.4Copper ****************************

Note:  Average Values are for Colorado Soils

Potassium - K2O:
20  lbs/AcreSulfur SO4-S:
0  lbs/AcreLime:

130  lbs/AcreNitrogen:
80  lbs/AcrePhosphorus - P2O5:
0  lbs/Acre

 Fertilizer Recommendations
General Landscape

Comments Split Nitrogen Recommendations 2 to 3 Times Throughout the Growing Season.

*To convert recommendations to lbs/1000 sq. ft. divide by 40.

10411 Heinz Way   / Commerce City, CO  80640  /  303-659-2313
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 507  /  Brighton, CO  80601-0507

191114059

Yield Reduction Likely Due To High Salts.
Yield Reduction Likely Due to High pH.
Yield Reduction Likely Due to High Boron.
Soil Contains Excess Alkali.
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210511013-01Lab No.: Ark Ecologoical ServicesRaymond Sperger Company:Report To:

Soil Nutrient Laboratory Report

6560 Dover Street
Arvada CO  80004
 

Date Rec:
Reported:

5/11/21
5/21/21

Sample ID: W of Catarata - N Side of Monarch #1 Project: Monarch Roadside

  Laboratory Results:
Sample Result  Low--------------------------------Ave--------------------------------High

Sandy LoamField Texture (EST)  
9.1pH (units) ************************************************
2.8Salts (MMHOS/CM) ***********************************************
9.5CEC Est. (MEQ/100G) **********

HighLime (Qual.) **************************************************
2.1Organic Matter (%) ***************************

63.9Organic N (lbs/acre) ********************************
7.92Sodium (meq/100g Soil) **************************************************

Available Nutrients (ppm)
4.5Nitrate Nitrogen ****

29.7Phosphorus *******************************
233.8Potassium ******************************************

3143.7Calcium **************************
119.8Magnesium *********
14.1Sulfur **************

< 0.1Boron
1.8Zinc ************************************
3.9Iron ***************************
1.6Manganese ********************************
0.8Copper ***************

Note:  Average Values are for Colorado Soils

Potassium - K2O:
40  lbs/AcreSulfur SO4-S:
0  lbs/AcreLime:

130  lbs/AcreNitrogen:
40  lbs/AcrePhosphorus - P2O5:
0  lbs/Acre

 Fertilizer Recommendations
General Landscape

Comments Split Nitrogen Recommendations 2 to 3 Times Throughout the Growing Season.

*To convert recommendations to lbs/1000 sq. ft. divide by 40.

10411 Heinz Way   / Commerce City, CO  80640  /  303-659-2313
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 507  /  Brighton, CO  80601-0507

210511013

Yield Reduction Likely Due to High pH.
Soil Contains Excess Alkali.
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210511013-02Lab No.: Ark Ecologoical ServicesRaymond Sperger Company:Report To:

Soil Nutrient Laboratory Report

6560 Dover Street
Arvada CO  80004
 

Date Rec:
Reported:

5/11/21
5/21/21

Sample ID: E Side of Monarch - N of Daniels Gate Rd #2 Project: Monarch Roadside

  Laboratory Results:
Sample Result  Low--------------------------------Ave--------------------------------High

Sandy LoamField Texture (EST)  
9.9pH (units) **************************************************
0.7Salts (MMHOS/CM) **********
6.2CEC Est. (MEQ/100G) *******

HighLime (Qual.) **************************************************
0.5Organic Matter (%) *****

14.8Organic N (lbs/acre) *******
3.19Sodium (meq/100g Soil) **************************************************

Available Nutrients (ppm)
2.3Nitrate Nitrogen *
4.5Phosphorus ****

75.2Potassium *************
1022.7Calcium ********

37.7Magnesium **
14.9Sulfur ***************

< 0.1Boron
0.7Zinc ***********
2.5Iron *****************
0.6Manganese **********
0.6Copper ************

Note:  Average Values are for Colorado Soils

Potassium - K2O:
40  lbs/AcreSulfur SO4-S:
0  lbs/AcreLime:

130  lbs/AcreNitrogen:
80  lbs/AcrePhosphorus - P2O5:
0  lbs/Acre

 Fertilizer Recommendations
General Landscape

Comments Split Nitrogen Recommendations 2 to 3 Times Throughout the Growing Season.

*To convert recommendations to lbs/1000 sq. ft. divide by 40.

10411 Heinz Way   / Commerce City, CO  80640  /  303-659-2313
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 507  /  Brighton, CO  80601-0507

210511013

Yield Reduction Likely Due to High pH.
Soil Contains Excess Alkali.
3 to 4 Cubic Yards/ 1000 sq. ft. of Low Salt Compost May Be Beneficial.
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210511013-03Lab No.: Ark Ecologoical ServicesRaymond Sperger Company:Report To:

Soil Nutrient Laboratory Report

6560 Dover Street
Arvada CO  80004
 

Date Rec:
Reported:

5/11/21
5/21/21

Sample ID: E Side of Monarch - S of Serena Dr #3 Project: Monarch Roadside

  Laboratory Results:
Sample Result  Low--------------------------------Ave--------------------------------High

Clay LoamField Texture (EST)  
9.2pH (units) *************************************************
2.9Salts (MMHOS/CM) ************************************************

22.0CEC Est. (MEQ/100G) ***********************
HighLime (Qual.) **************************************************

2.9Organic Matter (%) **************************************
86.6Organic N (lbs/acre) *******************************************

13.61Sodium (meq/100g Soil) **************************************************
Available Nutrients (ppm)

5.1Nitrate Nitrogen *****
21.4Phosphorus **********************

229.4Potassium ******************************************
3329.2Calcium ***************************
139.1Magnesium ***********
30.8Sulfur ********************************
0.2Boron
1.0Zinc *****************
3.7Iron *************************
1.1Manganese **********************
0.8Copper ***************

Note:  Average Values are for Colorado Soils

Potassium - K2O:
5  lbs/AcreSulfur SO4-S:
0  lbs/AcreLime:

120  lbs/AcreNitrogen:
40  lbs/AcrePhosphorus - P2O5:
0  lbs/Acre

 Fertilizer Recommendations
General Landscape

Comments Split Nitrogen Recommendations 2 to 3 Times Throughout the Growing Season.

*To convert recommendations to lbs/1000 sq. ft. divide by 40.

10411 Heinz Way   / Commerce City, CO  80640  /  303-659-2313
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 507  /  Brighton, CO  80601-0507

210511013

Yield Reduction Likely Due to High pH.
Soil Contains Excess Alkali.
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Combined map of 2019 and 2021 soil sample locations. 

 The three plain red dots on the left signify 2019 soil sample locations. 
 The two red dots encapsulated in the white circles on the right signify 2021 soil 

sample locations. 


















































































